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FOREWORD 


One  evening  in  January  1941,  Josephus  Daniels,  United  States 
Ambassador  to  Mexico,  made  a  short  speech  in  Chapel  Hill.  This 
speech,  preceding  the  main  address  of  the  evening,  was  en- 
thusiastically received  by  the  audience.  The  climactic  statement 
was  Mr.  Daniels'  declaration  that  if  he  could  give  an  order  to 
the  American  people  that  order  would  be  "Eyes  South!"  This 
importance  placed  upon  our  relationships  with  the  countries  of 
South  and  Central  America  cannot  be  too  often  stressed.  It  has 
accordingly  been  selected  as  the  title  for  this  pamphlet. 

Note:  For  purposes  of  conciseness  and  organization  this  study 
does  not  include  any  of  the  countries  of  Central  America.  It 
should  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  immediate  future  promises 
North  American  readers  an  increasing  publication  of  better 
books  on  South  America.  As  these  appear  they  should  be  used 
to  replace  some  of  the  books  that  today  claim  an  audience  only 
by  virtue  of  their  uniqueness. 


CHAPTER  I 


THE  PICTURE  IN  A  LARGE  FRAME 

To  most  of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  the  Latin 
American  countries  have  been  surrounded  by  all  of  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  mystery  but  with  very  little  of  the  appreciation  that 
comes  from  understanding.  Very  rapidly,  now,  the  course  of 
world  events  is  forcing  our  attention  more  and  more  to  the 
South,  and  we  realize  with  increasing  acuteness  that  our  destiny 
and  that  of  South  America  may  be  linked  together,  and  that  a 
mutual  ignorance  is  scarcely  the  best  guarantee  of  a  mutual  sal- 
vation. This  pamphlet  has  no  purpose  beyond  that  of  the  pre- 
liminary introduction  that  must  precede  the  cultivation  of  an  in- 
telligent awareness  of  the  needs  and  aspirations  of  our  neighbors. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  begin,  but  in  this  case  it  has  seemed 
advisable  before  studying  the  separate  countries  to  start  with  a 
rapid  glance  at  the  Continent  as  a  whole.  The  works  of  two  dis- 
tinguished students  are  available  to  aid  pleasantly  in  this  task. 
Mr.  Frank  Tannenbaum  in  Whither  Latin  America  presents  an 
analysis  of  South  American  possibilities  quite  removed  from  our 
usual  conceptions.  His  book  will  serve  admirably  to  supply  a 
picture  of  the  physical  basis  for  life  on  that  Continent.  To  fill 
out  the  description  of  physical  resources  by  a  sketch  of  the 
people  and  their  institutions,  we  turn  to  Mr.  Guy  Inmans*  Latin 
America,  Its  Place  in  World  Life,  We  shall  thus  be  fortified  with 
a  general  idea  of  the  house  before  we  begin  to  study  its  rooms. 


1.  Resources  and  How  They  Are  Used 

Whither  Latin  America?  by  Frank  Tannenbaum.  (The  parts  of  this  book 
that  are  concerned  with  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean  region  may 
be  omitted  in  the  report.) 

What  limitations  press  upon  the  industrial  future  of  Latin  America? 

Point  out  the  financial  difficulties  that  confront  the  Continent.  Will 
exports  be  enough  to  offset  these? 

Compare  transportation  and  its  problems  with  those  of  this  country. 

What  position  does  the  laboring  class  hold  economically?  Politically? 
Socially? 

Describe  the  agricultural  basis  of  Latin  American  life.  What  ques- 
tions does  this  raise? 
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2.  The  People  Who  Use  the  Resources 

Latin  America,  Its  Place  in  World  Life,  by  S.  G.  Inman.  (Pp.  15-78,  157-172, 
247-304,  406-436) 

Describe  carefully  the  Latin  American  temperament  and  outlook  on 
life. 

Discuss  the  subjects  of  immigration,  mixed  population,  race  coopera- 
tion, and  indicate  the  significance  of  the  population  situation  with  re- 
gard to  the  development  of  a  theory  of  racial  leadership  and  domination. 

What  is  the  importance  of  the  question  of  the  redistribution  of  the 
land? 

Point  out  the  growing  influence  of  the  industrial  laboring  class. 

What  part  does  the  student  and  university  group  play  in  the  na- 
tional life  of  various  countries? 

Does  communism  have  a  future  in  South  America? 

What  do  representative  writers  forecast  for  South  America?  What 
does  the  author  feel  concerning  the  future? 

Additional  Readings: 

Neighbors  to  the  South,  by  Delia  Goetz. 
America  Faces  South,  by  T.  R.  Ybarra. 
Graphic  Survey,  March,  1941. 

Good  Neighbor  Tours,  Vol.  I- VII.   (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  II 


ARGENTINA 

For  the  North  American  an  entrance  into  South  America 
through  Argentina  should  be  both  practical  and  interesting,  for 
of  all  the  South  American  countries  this  country  is  reputed  to  be 
most  like  our  own.  And  yet  it  is  unfortunately  the  case  that 
congenial  relationships  between  the  United  States  and  Argen- 
tina are  more  difficult  than  between  us  and  any  of  the  other  South 
American  countries.  A  special  effort  at  understanding  and  ac- 
commodation must  be  made  if  inter-American  harmony  is  to  be 
established. 

As  mentor  for  our  first  glimpse  at  the  life  of  Argentina  we 
shall  have  A.  W.  Weddell,  a  former  ambassador  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Republic  of  Argentina.  Such  an  office  offers  many 
possibilities  for  the  observation  of  the  institutions  and  habits  of 
a  country,  while  the  long  residence  usually  involved  is  an  assur- 
ance of  a  mature  judgment.  His  book  is  aptly  called,  Introduc- 
tion to  Argentina.  In  addition,  a  chapter  of  Katherine  Carr's 
invaluable  South  American  Primer — a  book  that  will  be  useful 
for  nearly  every  country — will  be  read.  In  recognition  of  the 
important  part  played  in  the  national  life — and  indeed  in  inter- 
national life — by  Buenos  Aires,  the  foremost  city  of  the  Conti- 
nent, an  attempt  has  been  made  to  give  it  an  adequate  voice 
through  the  inclusion  of  one  of  the  American  City  series  of  pam- 
phlets which  gives  in  fact  and  in  picture  some  of  the  vital  infor- 
mation concerning  the  life  of  that  great  city. 


1.  An  Ambassador  Reports 

Introduction  to  Argentina,  by  A.  W.  Weddell. 

What  are  some  of  the  more  obvious  features  of  the  Argentine  gov- 
ernment? 

Give  an  account  of  the  part  that  Buenos  Aires  plays  in  the  nation. 
What  are  some  of  the  outstanding  characteristics  of  the  city? 

Compare  Argentine  society  with  our  own  in  the  following  respects: 
recreation,  education,  sports. 

Describe  the  great  estates  of  the  countryside. 

What  are  the  characteristics  of  some  of  the  regions  of  Argentina? 
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2.  A  Replica  of  Our  Own  Problems 

South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  86-168) 

In  what  way  does  Argentina  compare  with  the  United  States?  Why 
does  this  lead  to  difficulties? 

Point  out  the  quarrel  between  agriculture  and  industry.  What  are 
the  difficulties  concerning  capital,  raw  materials,  and  markets? 
What  is  the  position  of  industrial  labor? 

What  relationship  does  international  trade  have  to  foreign  policy? 

3.  The  Chicago  of  the  South 

Buenos  Aires.  (American  City  Series) 

Discuss  under  the  following  heads: 

The  general  plan  of  the  city  and  its  points  of  interest. 

Population  and  government. 

Commerce  and  industry. 

Cultural  activities. 

Additional  Readings: 

Argentina.   (American  Nation  Series) 

The  East  Coast  of  South  America,  by  Sydney  A.  Clark.    (Pp.  76-84; 
217-275) 

Roundabout  South  America,  by  Anne  M.  Peck.    (Pp.  183-247) 

Neighbors  to  the  South,  by  Delia  Goetz. 

Good  Neighbor  fours,  Vol.  IV.   (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  III 

BRAZIL 

The  vast  country  of  Brazil  holds  a  position  of  preeminence 
in  North  American  eyes.  Our  papers  give  more  news  of  this 
rapidly  developing  state  than  of  any  other  part  of  South  America, 
and  though  some  of  that  news  is  disquieting,  our  relationships 
with  Brazil  have  been  on  a  mutually  gratifying  basis.  If  a  com- 
mon experience  provides  any  basis  for  good  feeling  between 
countries  our  friendship  with  Brazil  should  be  aided,  for  we  with 
our  own  great  distances,  our  enormous  resources,  and  our  prob- 
lem of  assimilation  of  population  groups,  have  much  in  common 
with  Brazil.  The  United  States  should  watch  with  interest 
another  potentially  great  country  fulfilling  the  phases  of  na- 
tional development  that  we  have  already  completed.  But  this  in- 
terest should  be  accompanied  by  understanding  and  appropriate 
action,  for  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  Brazil,  occupying  one 
of  the  most  exposed  positions  so  far  as  European  influence  is 
concerned,  may  well  be  the  key  to  the  future  in  South  America. 

Brazil  and  Argentina  are  the  two  South  American  countries 
most  favored  by  our  compatriots  who  write  books,  and  here,  at 
least,  there  is  some  choice  of  what  should  be  read.  The  principle 
introduction  to  Brazil  will  be  through  Vera  Kelsey's  Seven  Keys 
to  Brazil.  This  book  has  caught  the  variety  of  Brazilian  life  and 
avoids  an  excessive  emphasis  upon  Rio  de  Janeiro.  As  companion 
pieces  two  very  short  studies  may  be  combined :  a  chapter  from 
Katherine  Carr's  South  American  Primer  and  some  excerpts 
from  the  American  Nation  Series  bulletin  on  Brazil. 


1.  Brazil  Through  the  Eyes  of  Her  Cities 

Seven  Keys  to  Brazil,  by  Vera  Kelsey. 

In  the  mosaic  of  Brazil  what  part  was  played  by  the  Portuguese? 
The  Indian?  The  Negro?  The  Church? 

In  the  period  of  sugar  culture  what  were  the  relationships  of  aristo- 
crat and  slave? 

Compare  the  old  spirit  of  Bahia  with  the  new  spirit  of  Recife. 

What  were  the  outstanding  events  in  the  history  of  Rio  de  Janeiro? 

What  is  the  character  of  Sao  Paulo?  Of  Minas  Geraes? 

What  is  the  "wild  west"  of  Brazil? 

With  what  summary  does  Miss  Kelsey  end  her  book? 
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2.  Regions,  Activities,  Problems 

South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  17-72) 

The  Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  III.  (Pan  American  Union) 

Why  is  the  friendship  of  Brazil  such  a  valuable  asset? 

What  part  does  coffee  play  in  Brazil's  economy? 

Does  Brazil  possess  the  resources  for  industrialization? 

Point  out  the  part  played  by  Sao  Paulo  in  the  national  life  of  the 
country. 

Comment  on  the  Vargas  revolution  in  1932. 

Point  out  the  high  spots  of  Brazilian  history.  What  shifts  are  occur- 
ring in  agriculture? 

What  are  the  principal  geographical  divisions  of  Brazil? 
Describe  the  saga  of  coffee. 

Additional  Readings: 

Westward  from  Rio,  by  Heath  Bowman  and  Sterling  Dickinson. 
Rio,  by  Hugh  Gibson. 

The  East  Coast  of  South  America,  by  Sydney  A.  Clark.    (Pp.  65-75, 
101-208) 

Roundabotit  South  America,  by  Anne  M.  Peck.  (Pp.  263-341) 

Brazil.  (American  Nation  Series) 

Rio  de  Janeiro.  Sao  Paulo.   (American  City  Series) 


CHAPTER  IV 


CHILE 

Those  accustomed  to  the  generous  distances  between  our 
boundaries  must  regard  with  some  surprise  the  long  ribbon  of 
territory  about  three  thousand  miles  long,  with  an  average  width 
of  eighty-five  miles,  that  makes  up  Chile.  The  extended  reach 
of  territory  north  and  south  has  resulted  in  the  separation  of 
the  country  into  three  distinct  zones  each  with  its  distinctive 
characteristics.  From  the  North,  with  its  deserts  rich  in  nitrate 
and  copper,  the  traveler  traverses  the  fertile  agricultural  region 
of  the  Central  Valley  to  the  bleak  ranges  of  the  deep  South. 

Today  these  zones  seem  to  be  shifting  in  their  importance  to 
the  economic  life  of  Chile,  for  the  collapse  of  world  prices  in  the 
nitrate  and  copper  markets  has  made  the  country  rely  more  and 
more  upon  its  central  section. 

Although  Chile  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  South 
American  countries,  with  a  personality  that  is  quite  distinct, 
the  reader  in  English  is  faced  with  a  sad  paucity  of  recent  books 
on  this  country.  As  a  result  it  has  seemed  best  to  resort  to  a 
patchwork  plan  which  utilizes  no  one  central  reading,  but  which 
is  made  up  of  our  constant  friend,  Katherine  Carr,  a  pamphlet 
in  the  American  City  Series  on  Santiago,  and  the  observations 
of  Anne  Peck  in  her  current  book  Roundabout  South  America. 
The  whole  is  rounded  off  by  the  inclusion  of  an  older  book — 
though  one  which  contains  much  information  of  lasting  value — 
by  E.  C.  May,  2000  Miles  Through  Chile. 


1.  Too  Many  Eggs  in  Too  Few  Baskets 

South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  169-242) 

Point  out  the  gap  that  exists  between  nitrates  and  agriculture  and 
between  the  Chilean  government  and  its  people. 

Compare  the  Chilean  problem  of  nitrates  with  the  Brazilian  problem 
of  coffee. 

What  are  the  difficulties  that  exist  in  the  agricultural  problem?  How 
does  the  distribution  of  the  land  interfere  with  the  development  of  a 
large  industrial  market? 
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2.  "Narrow  Ribbon  of  Land" 

South  American,  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  169-242) 

Roundabout  South  America,  by  A.  M.  Peck.  (Pp.  129-179) 

2000  Miles  in  Chile,  by  E.  C.  May. 

Santiago.  Valparaiso.  (American  City  Series) 

Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  IV.   (Pan  American  Union) 

Chile.   (American  Nation  Series) 

Describe  the  founding  and  early  history  of  Santiago.  What  is  its 
physical  appearance?  What  evidences  are  given  that  denote  the  stage 
of  municipal  development? 

Describe  Valparaiso.  Point  out  the  characteristics  of  southern  Chile. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  "the  rotos"?  Was  "Don  Arturo"  a  good  ex- 
ample of  their  political  strength? 
Describe  the  Indians  of  Terranco. 
Does  Ernest  Young  neglect  "the  garden"? 
Compare  Iquique  and  Pica. 

Point  out  the  characteristics  of  the  Chilean  press.  Compare  the  cir- 
cus with  those  of  your  own  experience.  Describe  the  central  belt  in 
Chile.  What  elements  of  German  culture  exist  in  Chile?  What  atti- 
tudes are  found  in  the  Chilean  women? 


CHAPTER  V 

URUGUAY  AND  PARAGUAY 

The  life  of  Uruguay  has  been  a  turbulent  one.  To  the  usual 
disturbances  of  a  political  nature  one  may  add  the  strenuous 
life  that  resulted  from  Uruguay's  position  as  a  buffer  state  be- 
tween the  two  South  American  giants,  Argentina  and  Brazil.  In 
temperament  the  Uruguayans  seem  more  like  their  neighbors  to 
the  South,  perhaps  largely  because  nature  made  little  distinction 
between  Uruguay  and  Argentina,  and  upon  this  similar  geo- 
graphical basis  the  two  countries  have  erected  a  similar  economic 
life. 

Montevideo,  the  influential  capital  of  Uruguay,  has  consti- 
tuted a  civic  center  in  which  the  country  takes  great  pride,  and 
has  given  to  the  Uruguayan  an  urban  desire  for  progress  and 
an  urban  predisposition  to  reform  and  experimentation  in  eco- 
nomic, political  and  social  matters. 

Paraguay  is  one  of  the  smaller  of  the  South  American  coun- 
tries, and  like  Bolivia,  does  not  border  on  the  ocean.  There  is  a 
strong  Jesuit  tradition,  and  the  record  would  indicate  that  its 
citizens  possess  a  leaning  toward  dictatorship.  Whatever  this 
country's  disabilities,  however,  a  lack  of  martial  courage  is  not 
one  of  them,  for  Paraguayan  history  is  punctuated  by  wars 
fiercely  fought.  One  of  particular  interest  which  involved  over- 
whelming odds  was  against  Argentina  and  Brazil;  another  but 
recently  finished  was  the  Chaco  War  against  Bolivia.  The  strong- 
ly agricultural  basis  of  the  national  life  is  not  the  best  of  founda- 
tions for  frequent  military  activity. 

1.  A  Country  and  a  Capital 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  72-85) 
Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  III.   (Pan  American  Union) 
Montevideo.  (American  City  Series) 

What  are  the  evidences  of  a  progressive  spirit?  Do  you  think  this 
is  due  largely  to  the  spirit  of  Montevideo? 

Should  the  Uruguayans  be  proud  of  this  city?  Point  out  the  economic 
basis  of  the  city's  existence. 

Is  there  a  tradition  for  cultural  activities? 
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2.  One  Thousand  Miles  Inland 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  72-85) 
Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  III.  (Pan  American  Union) 
Asuncion.  (American  City  Series) 

Bring  out  the  inland  characteristics  of  Paraguay.  Are  the  Indians 
important  in  the  life  of  the  country? 

What  is  "yerba  mate"?  How  is  it  secured? 

Additional  Readings: 

Roundabout  South  America,  by  A.  M.  Peck.   (Pp.  248-262) 

The  Eust  Coast  of  South  America,  by  Sydney  A.  Clark.   (Pp.  85-100, 

209-216,  276-287) 
Uruguay.  Paraguay.   (American  Nation  Series) 


CHAPTER  VI 

BOLIVIA 

To  the  Bolivian  the  great  tragedy  of  national  life  has  been 
that  his  country  has  no  self-determined  access  to  the  sea.  In  a 
country  with  large  mineral  resources  for  the  international  mar- 
kets and  in  an  age  in  which  sea-borne  trade  has  often  been  the 
gauge  of  a  country's  prosperity,  this  has  been  a  matter  of  para- 
mount national  importance  to  both  Bolivia  and  Paraguay,  con- 
sidered the  two  most  turbulent  countries  in  South  America. 

Bolivia  is  a  country  of  high  altitudes,  which  in  turn  through 
the  significant  influence  of  geographical  environment  has  large- 
ly determined  the  form  which  the  national  culture  took.  Here, 
and  in  the  countries  to  the  Northwest  bisected  by  the  Andes,  run- 
ning like  a  spine  along  the  west  coast  of  the  continent,  one  finds 
the  truth  of  the  statement  that  altitude  more  than  latitude  deter- 
mines the  habits  of  people. 

One  of  the  special  references  for  this  chapter  is  Living  High 
by  Alicia  Overbeck,  the  wife  of  a  mining  engineer.  Her  lively  ac- 
count of  her  several  years'  residence  in  Bolivia  reveals  much 
about  this  mountainous  country  and  its  people. 


1.  A  Mining  Camp  with  Excursions 

Living  High;  At  Home  in  the  Far  Andes,  by  Alicia  Overbeck. 
Describe  the  difficult  journey  into  Bolivia. 

What  distinctly  local  problems  were  evident  in  the  life  of  the  camp? 
Comment  upon  some  of  the  more  interesting  camp  characters. 
From  the  family  holidays  draw  as  much  information  as  possible  con- 
cerning the  country. 

The  fiesta  has  numerous  interesting  moments.  Describe  them. 
What  were  the  last  experiences  and  reflections  of  the  family? 

2.  High  and  Dry 

South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 
La  Paz.  (American  City  Series) 

Point  out  why  the  landlocked  position  has  resulted  in  so  much  violence. 

What  precipitated  the  Chaco  War?  Did  foreign  capital  play  any  part? 

What  were  the  results  of  the  War? 


18 


"Eyes  South" 


Point  out  the  physical  location  and  growth  of  the  city. 
Describe  the  plans  of  greatest  interest. 
How  does  the  city  make  its  living? 

What  kind  of  government  does  the  city  have?  What  services  does  it 
provide? 

Additional  Readings: 

Westward  from  Rio,  by  Heath  Bowman  and  S.  Dickinson. 

Bolivia.  (American  Nation  Series) 

Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  V.   (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  VII 

PERU 


The  name  Peru  has  about  it  much  of  the  charm  and  mystery 
that  is  usually  associated  with  antiquity.  Here  was  one  of  the 
seats  of  the  Inca  culture,  and  here  also  was  once  the  center  of 
Spanish  power  in  the  New  World.  Memories  that  strike  far 
back  place  a  heavy  obligation  upon  the  people  for  they  occupy 
the  special  status  of  heirs  of  a  great  tradition  which  must  be  pre- 
served and  passed  on  as  intact  as  possible. 

Despite  the  gracious  burden  of  antiquity,  Peru  is  also  the 
home  of  something  very  new  which  may  ultimately  exercise  an 
explosive  influence  upon  the  life  of  the  entire  continent.  It  is 
the  birth  place  of  the  APR  A  (Alianza  Popular  Revolucionaria 
Americana),  a  movement  with  a  planned  new  order  for  the  op- 
pressed masses  of  South  America,  and  a  hope  of  creating  na- 
tionally unified  states  through  allowing  all  of  their  citizens  to 
participate  in  the  privileges  and  dignities  of  political  and  social 
citizenship. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  prolific  of  the  writers  on  South 
America  gives  us  our  original  introduction  to  Peru.  Fire  on  the 
Andes  by  Carleton  Beals  is  an  excellent  portrayal  of  certain 
aspects  of  the  national  life.  Carr  and  Peck  complete  the  picture. 
These  three  are  mainly  concerned  with  modern  Peru,  but  they 
also  contain  much  about  the  Inca  and  Spanish  periods,  since  it 
is  impossible  for  any  person  of  intellectual  curiosity  to  neglect 
altogether  the  earlier  aspects  of  Peruvian  history. 

1.  The  Old  and  the  New 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  243-268) 
Fire  on  the  Andes,  by  Carleton  Beals. 

Describe  the  three  distinct  geographic  and  climatic  zones  of  Peru. 

Trace  the  main  points  of  the  conquest  of  Peru  and  its  subsequent 
history. 

Select  some  of  the  personal  histories  and  illustrate  by  them  certain 
of  the  characteristics  of  Peruvian  life. 

Try  to  depict  the  role  and  personalities  of  several  of  the  Peruvian 
cities. 

What  does  the  author  feel  concerning  feudalistic  survivals  in  Peru? 
What  part  does  the  Indian  play  in  this? 

Do  you  consider  the  description  of  the  Catholic  Church  unprejudiced? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  APR  A? 
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2.  A  Flight  Through  Time 

South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 

Indicate  the  spectacular  glories  of  the  early  Spanish  period  and  point 
out  the  shift  from  gold  to  guano. 

Here  again  the  familiar  pattern  of  foreign  capital  should  be  con- 
sidered. 

What  are  the  particular  problems  of  transportation? 
What  part  is  played  by  the  power  of  tradition  among  the  ruling 
classes? 

What  comparison  is  made  between  the  present  government  and  that 
of  the  Inca? 

Who  is  Haya  de  la  Torre  and  what  does  he  represent? 
Roundabout  South  America,  by  A.  M.  Peck. 

What  information  is  given  concerning  the  early  life  of  the  country? 

Try  to  capture  the  character  of  Lima.  What  are  the  evidences  of  the 
beginning  of  a  ferment  of  modern  problems? 

What  part  does  altitude  play  in  the  life  of  the  country?  Do  Arequipa 
and  Arzeo  illustrate  this? 

Additional  Readings: 

A  Journey  in  Time:  Peruvian  Pageant,  by  Blair  Niles. 
Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  V.   (Pan  American  Union) 
Neighbors  to  the  South,  by  Delia  Goetz. 
Lima,  the  City  of  Kings.   (American  City  Series) 
Peru.  (American  Nation  Series) 


CHAPTER  VIII 

ECUADOR 

Ecuador  represents  one  of  the  smaller  and  more  backward  of 
the  South  American  Republics.  This  relative  lack  of  progress 
was  due  to  a  combination  of  circumstances:  inaccessibility — 
only  in  1920  was  yellow  fever  eradicated  in  its  chief  port  of 
Guayaquil ;  external  troubles — Ecuador  has  had  difficult  relations 
with  her  three  larger  neighbors,  Colombia,  Peru,  and  Brazil; 
clericalism — the  Catholic  Church  has  been  reluctant  to  yield  any 
of  its  privileges;  and  the  lack  of  any  large  progressive  element 
in  the  national  population.  Some  have  even  doubted  that  Ecuador 
should  attempt  a  continued  existence  as  an  independent  state, 
but  these  doubts  have  been  answered  in  part  by  a  recent  im- 
provement in  most  of  the  conditions  making  for  weakness. 

For  the  study  of  Ecuador  a  most  delightful  guide  is  furnished 
in  Ludwig  Bemelmans,  an  occasional  contributor  to  the  New 
Yorker  and  as  one  would  suspect  an  ingratiating,  clever  and 
acute  companion  for  a  stay  in  any  country.  The  Donkey  Inside 
does  not  claim  to  be  a  sober,  straightforward  account  of  Ecuador, 
for  the  author  admits  that  he  created  certain  characters  and 
situations  out  of  their  proper  context.  Despite  this  license — 
which  may  even  be  commendable — the  book  captures  much  of 
the  country. 

1.  A  Rare  Journey 

The  Donkey  Inside,  by  Ludwig  Bemelmans. 

Bemelmans  writes  with  a  humorous  fantasy,  but  out  of  that  fantasy 
try  to  select  traits  and  characteristics  of  persons  and  places. 

What  degree  of  superstition  is  indicated  by  some  of  the  religious 
practices. 

Comment  on  the  attitude  of  the  refugee  Jews  in  Quito. 
Do  you  think  that  the  author  in  assuming  the  liberty  to  create  char- 
acters and  situations  destroyed  the  validity  of  his  work? 

2.  "From  Tropics  to  Andes" 

South  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  268-315) 
Roundabout  South  America,  by  A.  M.  Peck.   (Pp.  3-43) 
Guayaquil.   (American  City  Series) 

Comment  on  the  economic  life  of  Guayaquil. 

Describe  the  journey  to  Quito. 
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What  are  the  evidences  of  wealth,  leisure  and  culture  in  Quito? 
What  difficulties  have  been  overcome  by  the  port  of  Guayaquil? 
What  tropical  characteristics  are  found  here? 
Did  any  outside  agencies  aid  the  city? 

Point  out  the  effect  of  modern  types  of  transportation  in  Ecuador. 

Additional  Readings: 

Ecuador,  the  Unknown,  by  V.  W.  Von  Hagen. 
Transgressor  in  the  Tropics,  by  Negley  Farson.   (Pp.  211-257) 
Ecuador.   (American  Nation  Series) 
Quito.  (American  City  Series) 

Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  VI.   (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  IX 

COLOMBIA 

Students  of  North  American  history  are  probably  more  apt 
to  have  some  impression  of  Colombia  and  Venezuela  than  of  any 
of  the  other  South  American  countries,  for  both  of  these  states 
have  figured  prominently  in  our  international  relations.  Colombia 
will  be  remembered  through  the  unhappy  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  acquisition  of  land  for  the  Panama  Canal,  while 
Venezuela  furnished  the  United  States  occasions  for  the  asser- 
tion of  the  Monroe  Doctrine  when  we  felt  that  European  coun- 
tries were  attempting  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  that  country. 

Colombia  like  all  of  the  countries  along  the  west  coast  lives 
in  terms  of  altitude,  for  the  geography  of  the  region  is  dominated 
by  the  northern  reaches  of  the  Andes.  It  was  largely  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  transportation  difficulties  created  by  the  mountain 
barriers  that  Colombia,  still  a  large  state,  was  greatly  reduced 
in  size  by  the  withdrawal  of  Ecuador  and  Venezuela.  It  presents 
a  very  interesting  problem,  for  the  late  development  of  oil  re- 
sources in  a  country  predominantly  agricultural,  and  having 
the  chronic  problem  of  class  divisions,  will  undoubtedly  endanger 
its  present  social  stability  and  bring  about  another  period  of 
violent  effort  at  adjustment. 

Negley  Farson,  an  experienced  journalist,  writes  of  his  ex- 
periences in  Colombia — and  the  other  Andean  countries — in 
Transgressor  in  the  Tropics. 


1.  A  Country  That  Dwindled 

Transgressor  in  the  Tropics,  by  Negley  Farson.   (Pp.  50-88,  137-210) 

Did  Farson  find  any  resentment  in  Colombia  over  the  question  of  the 
Canal  Zone? 

Describe  the  bull  fight  in  Cartagena. 

What  seems  to  be  the  position  of  the  Church  in  the  life  of  Colombia? 
What  did  you  gather  concerning  the  life  of  Cartagena? 
Comment  on  the  problem  of  those  educated  in  Europe. 
What  insight  does  the  book  give  into  Colombian  politics?   Is  any 
evidence  presented  concerning  communism?  Fascism?    (Direchista)  ? 
Is  there  a  land  question? 
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2.  A  Problem  in  Geography 

Smith  American  Excursion,  by  Ernest  Young.   (Pp.  316-356) 
South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 
Bogota.   (American  City  Series) 

How  has  air  transportation  lessened  the  geographical  difficulties  of 
travel? 

What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  seizure  of  Panama?  How  did 
"oil"  influence  the  subsequent  settlement? 

What  are  the  internal  social  divisions  in  the  country? 
Describe  the  journey  from  Popayan  to  Bogota. 
What  are  the  interesting  features  of  Bogota? 

Does  the  trip  down  the  Magdalena  indicate  any  of  the  transporta- 
tion difficulties  of  Colombia? 

Additional  Readings: 

Colombia:  Gateway  to  South  America,  by  Kathleen  Romoli. 

Colombia,  Land  of  Miracles,  by  Blair  Niles. 

Colombia*  (American  City  Series) 

Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  VI.   (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  X 

VENEZUELA 

Venezuela  contributed  several  brilliant  leaders  to  the  strug- 
gle for  the  independence  of  South  America,  yet  that  country,  per- 
haps more  than  any  other,  fell  prey  to  a  succession  of  dictators 
of  whom  the  most  famous  and  most  recent  was  Gomez.  To  a 
certain  extent  the  history  of  contemporary  Venezuela  is  the  ac- 
count of  how  it  has  adjusted  itself  to  the  opportunities  of  a 
fuller  and  richer  expression  of  national  aspirations  following 
the  death  of  "the  meritorious  one." 

Another  big  factor  in  shaping  the  national  history  has  been 
the  possession  by  Venezuela  around  the  region  of  Lake  Maracaibo 
of  one  of  the  richest  oil  regions  of  the  world.  Several  of  the 
South  American  countries  have  been  unfortunate  in  their  con- 
centration upon  one  economic  product,  but  oil  has  proved  to  be 
singularly  free  from  periods  of  excessive  price  depression,  and 
to  this  fact,  combined  with  a  relatively  wise  national  policy  con- 
cerning the  exploitation  of  oil,  the  Venezuelan  government  owed 
an  enviable  solvency  in  national  finances. 

The  figure  of  G6mez  so  completely  dominated  Venezuela  un- 
til a  few  years  ago  that  no  excuse  is  necessary  for  including  his 
biography.  Thomas  Rourke's  account  of  G6mez'  rule  contains 
not  only  an  interesting  portrayal  of  an  amazing  career,  but  also 
an  insight  into  the  development  of  the  nation ;  while  H.  J.  Allen's 
treatment  of  Venezuela  since  the  death  of  the  dictator  brings 
out  the  contemporary  adjustments  and  program  of  the  country. 


1.  "The  Meritorious  One" 

Gomez,  Tyrant  of  the  Andes,  by  Thomas  Rourke. 

Tell  of  Gomez'  origins  and  the  physical  environment  that  his  country 
gave  him;  describe  the  life  of  La  Mulera;  what  were  the  relationships 
between  Castro  and  Gomez?  How  did  Gomez  become  president?  How 
does  his  greed  for  land  fit  into  his  general  character?  What  police 
methods  were  used?  How  did  the  dictator  deal  with  the  problem  of 
oil?  Comment  on  "Potrero."  What  estimate  does  Rourke  make  of 
Gomez*  public  actions?  What  reactions  followed  his  death? 

Did  you  detect  evidences  of  unreliability  in  this  biography? 
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"Eyes  South" 


2.  Oil,  the  Lubricant  of  Progress 

Venezuela,  by  H.  J.  Allen. 

What  evidences  does  the  author  cite  of  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tions of  life  in  Venezuela? 

What  was  the  significance  of  the  transition  from  Gomez  to  Contreras? 

Discuss  the  composition  of  the  Venezuelan  population. 

What  are  the  indications  of  progress  in  the  interior? 

What  effect  does  the  tariff  have  on  the  price  level? 

How  does  Venezuela  plan  to  overcome  the  problem  of  transportation? 

What  part  does  oil  play  in  the  life  of  the  country? 

Additional  Readings: 

South  American  Primer,  by  Katherine  Carr. 

Venezuela,  by  Erna  Fergusson. 

Caracas.  (American  City  Series) 

Venezuela.   (American  Nation  Series) 

Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  VII.  (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  XI 

SOUTH  AMERICA  AND  WORLD  FORCES 

Interesting  though  the  South  Americans  are  in  themselves, 
the  study  cannot  be  wholly  confined  to  that  Continent.  South 
America,  just  as  North  America,  is  a  part  of  the  larger  world  in 
which  a  fateful  history  is  being  played  out  on  an  ever  broaden- 
ing stage.  The  twentieth  century  has  robbed  certain  parts  of 
the  world  of  an  isolation  that  existed  as  a  satisfying  state  in 
the  nineteenth  century.  What  are  some  of  these  momentous 
forces,  and  how  does  South  America  fit  into  the  scene  ? 

One  of  the  too  few  books  that  attempts  to  treat  this  problem 
in  its  broader  aspects  is  Carleton  Beals'  Pan  America.  It  is  not 
a  short  book,  or  an  easy  one,  for  its  subject  is  involved  and 
difficult.  Nor  is  it  conclusive,  for  quite  often  the  author  is  ex- 
pressing what  amounts  to  no  more  than  personal  opinions — yet 
they  are  always  informed  and  challenging  opinions. 


1.  The  World  Pattern 

Pan  America,  by  Carleton  Beals.  (Pp.  1-348) 

What  is  Beals'  conception  of  the  nature  of  the  present  world  struggle? 

Point  out  the  basis  of  power  in  the  contemporary  world.  What  about 
the  distribution  and  control  of  raw  materials? 

What  does  Beals  advocate  as  our  policy?  What  has  been  our  policy? 
Is  the  critical  tone  entirely  justified? 

How  are  we  bound  with  the  world  at  large? 

2.  A  Program? 

Pan  America,  by  Carleton  Beals.  (Pp.  348-517) 

Point  out  the  author's  attitude  toward  the  reciprocity  treaties. 
What  are  the  present  economic  problems  of  South  America? 
What  is  advocated  for  a  hemisphere  policy? 
With  what  commodities  could  South  America  furnish  us? 

Additional  Reading: 

Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  VIII.   (Pan  American  Union) 


CHAPTER  XII 

INTER-AMERICAN  RELATIONS 

Now  that  we  have  come  to  the  concluding  phase  of  this  study- 
there  remains  one  very  important  and  obvious  subject  for  con- 
sideration. As  North  Americans  we  will  undoubtedly  experience 
an  increasing  interest  in  our  neighbors  to  the  South,  and  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  we  should  be  more  and  more  con- 
cerned with  the  way  in  which  our  government  reflects  our  in- 
terest in  the  formulation  of  its  policies  toward  them. 

These  relationships  have  not  always  been  mutually  pleasing, 
but  within  the  last  ten  years,  despite  formidable  obstacles,  much 
progress  has  been  made  in  removing  the  accumulated  distrust  and 
suspicion.  It  is  the  function  of  this  last  chapter  to  consider  our 
inter-American  relations,  and  also  to  recapitulate  some  of  the 
material  that  has  already  been  studied. 

One  of  the  most  readable  and  valuable  accounts  of  American 
relationships  is  The  Good  Neighbor  by  Delia  Goetz  and  Varian 
Fry.  Here  the  approach  is  that  of  historical  evolution  of  policies 
and  practices.  The  several  writers  who  contributed  parts  to  The 
Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  II,  have  been  interested  primarily  in 
the  task  of  analysing  certain  aspects  of  these  relationships.  The 
combination  is  a  happy  one  and  a  fitting  return  home  from  our 
journey  in  understanding  South  America. 


1.  A  High  Speed  History 

The  Good  Neighbors,  by  Delia  Goetz  and  Varian  Fry. 

Pages  7  to  44  contain  a  brief  review  of  the  settlement  and  develop- 
ment of  South  America.  From  this  material  select  that  which  seems 
pertinent  to  your  development  of  this  subject. 

Discuss  fully  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  Has  it  ever  been  applied? 

What  is  meant  by  "dollar  diplomacy?" 

What  changes  were  brought  about  by  the  "good  neighbor"  policy? 
What  possible  programs  exist  for  the  future? 

2.  Some  Attempts  at  Amends 

The  Good  Neighbor  Tour,  Vol.  II.  (Pan  American  Union) 

Briefly  what  has  been  the  history  of  the  trade  between  North  and 
South  America?  What  is  the  new  phase  of  that  trade? 
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Point  out  the  purpose  and  operation  of  the  reciprocal  trade  agree- 
ments program. 

What  are  the  principles  of  action  that  govern  our  relations  with 
South  America? 

Outline  the  various  conferences  and  indicate  the  important  work  of 
the  significant  ones. 

What  are  the  Declarations  of  Lima  and  of  Panama? 

Additional  Readings: 

The  All  American  Front,  by  Duncan  Aikman. 

Inter-American  Relations:  Interpretations,   by  University   of  North 
Carolina  Extension  Division. 
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